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I
f you’re heading east 
next weekend as the 
New Mexico Lobos face 
Air Force at the Cotton 

Bowl, it might be a great 
time to spend a few days 
in Dallas to sample some 
other points of interest.

Perhaps no other place 
in the area will hold more 
appeal for sports fanatics 
than a tour of AT&T 
Stadium (attstadium.com), 
the glitzy new home of the 
Dallas Cowboys.

A wonder unto itself, 
the stadium is the world’s 
largest domed structure.

The stadium offers an 
art tour, one of several 
available. Containing 
59 commissioned pieces 
of art, its collection is 
museum-quality, said 
stadium spokesman Joe 
Trahan.

Visitors also have the 
option of guided or self-
guided excursions.

“You’re seeing things 
that most NFL teams 
don’t offer,” Trahan said. 
“You get to go down to the 
field, take pictures on the 
star. You see the Cowboys 
locker room and Dallas 
cheerleaders locker room.”

The tours also include 
glimpses of the unique 
field-level suites, as well 
as the sky boxes, including 
“owner Jerry Jones’ 
personal perch,” Trahan 
said. “It’s where he goes 
when he wants to get away 
from entertaining and just 
watch the game with a 
handful of people.”

The 2012 Perot Museum 
of Nature and Science 
(perotmuseum.org) also 
makes for an interesting 
visit, said Krista 
Villarreal Moore, Perot 
spokeswoman.

“We like to say we have 
everything from dinosaurs 
to DNA,” she said. “Our 
museum is a very hands-
on experience. It’s not a 
place where you come 
and quietly stare at the 
exhibits.”

The museum features 
two interactive exhibits 
that will appeal to any 
sports-minded person, 

The Eagle Family Plaza provides a relaxing area outside the Dallas 
Museum of Art.

The Dallas Museum of Art has more than 23,000 artworks 
from cultures all over the world and up to 5,000 years old.

Dallas
delights

Everything is big 
in Texas, and this city 

helps bolster 
the image

The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens offers some great colors.
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Villarreal Moore said.
In one, visitors choose 

an animal against 
which to race, like a 
cheetah, T-Rex or even 
a prehistoric swimming 
creature, then take off 
down a track with the 
beast.

And in a motion lab, 
various top athletes 
like Abby Wambach 
in soccer, Roger 
Staubach in football, 
Nancy Lieberman in 
basketball, to name 
a few, were recorded 
doing their thing 
and visitors are then 
recorded performing 
the same feats. The 
results are compared 
frame by frame.

A visit to the Sixth 
Floor Museum at 
Dealey Plaza (jfk.org) 
is an excellent way to 
learn more about how 
the world changed in 
November 1963. It’s 
from this site that 
Lee Harvey Oswald 
shot President John F. 
Kennedy.

The museum is a 
time capsule that 
not only delves into 
the assassination 
but also examines 
Kennedy’s legacy as 
seen through the lens 
of 1960s history and 
culture. A multimedia 
presentation promotes 
discussion among 
all age groups in an 
effort to digest and 
understand the events 
and their ramifications.

Also downtown, the 
Dallas Museum of 
Art (dma.org) has an 

exhibit that New Mexico 
fans will appreciate, 
museum spokeswoman 
Kimberly Daniell said.

“UNM fans can 
explore the distant 
relative of the lobo in 
the special exhibition 
‘Divine Felines: Cats of 
Ancient Egypt,’ which 
features more than 80 
objects depicting cats 
and dogs from Egyptian 
life,” she said.

In all, the museum 
contains works of art 
dating back 5,000 years 
to the modern era, with 
more than 23,000 pieces 
from all cultures and 
time periods in ever-
changing galleries.

If it’s football season, 
that also means its 
fall, and the Dallas 
Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden 
(dallasarboretum.org) 
puts on a show in the 
1-acre Pumpkin Village 
in the Pecan Grove. 
Fanciful arrangements 
of tens of thousands 

of pumpkins, gourds, 
squash, bales of hay 
and cornstalks create 
pumpkin houses that 
represent naturally 
occurring patterns 
in nature. See 
Cinderella’s Pumpkin 
Carriage set amid the 
garden’s remaining 
summer flowers, as 
well as 150,000 fall 
blooms, including 
chrysanthemums, 
ornamental grasses, 
copper plants and 
firebush.

“Last year, a quarter 
of a million people 
came to ‘Autumn at 
the Arboretum,’ which 
takes 50 members of our 
horticulture team a full 
three weeks to build,” 
said Dave Forehand, 
vice president for 
gardens at the Dallas 
Arboretum. “As our 
pumpkins continue 
growing in West Texas, 
we’re designing yet 
another fabulous 
display for this year.”

life00_jd_09oct_DallasMap
archive x_maps_life travel maps
artist: cathryn cunningham
size: 2 col x 16p
proof: Oct 9, 2016

DALLAS

Dallas 
Museum 

of Art

The Sixth 
Floor Museum 

at Dealey 
Plaza

Cotton Bowl 
Stadium

AT&T 
Stadium

Perot 
Museum of 

Nature & 
Science

Trinity R.

C. CUNNINGHAM/JOURNAL

30

30

45

20

635

635

35E

35E
Dallas

Arboretum & 
Botanical GardenGulf

of
Mexico

Okla.N.M.

150 
miles

TEXAS
Austin

Dallas

The Perot Museum of Nature and Science has exhibits sports fans will appreciate.

The JFK Museum at Dealey Plaza explores the life, times and mysteries surrounding 
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
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