
Outside the Boxes
The Bass Performance Hall is home to the

Fort Worth Symphony, Texas Ballet Theater, Fort
Worth Opera and the Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition. It hosts touring Broadway
shows and special performance groups such as
Shun Yen Performing Arts. Located a few blocks
from Sundance Square, it’s within walking dis-
tance of many restaurants and hotels.

One of the oldest U.S. opera companies, Fort
Worth Opera is redefining the art form with a com-
mitment to contemporary composers from the
Americas and a willingness to move outside the
opera house. While classic works are still part of
their repertoire, FWOpera is working to engage a

new audience. In 2016, in collaboration with
American Lyric Theater, it will pre-

mier JFK, an opera based on the
last 12 hours of the life of the late
president. It also presents an an-
nual opera festival each spring
featuring old and new works.

AT&T Stadium in Arlington is
home to art as well as the NFL Dal-

las Cowboys. Phil Whitfield will walk
visitors through the collection and tell

stories about the artists and the installa-
tions, making it all come alive (it’ll serve as

a stadium at the same time). Over in Frisco,
the private collection known as the Texas Sculp-

ture Garden at Hall Office Park shouldn’t be
missed. The art ranges from an outdoor installa-
tion in a park-like setting to a light-filled lobby
that doubles as a gallery.

There’s also a large collection of Norman
Rockwell paintings at the National Scouting Mu-
seum in Irving, the Ann and Gabriel Barbier-
Mueller Museum: The Samurai Collection, the
changing exhibits at Dallas Contemporary, and
the galleries and overall artsy feel of the Deep El-
lum district in Dallas.

Start your cultural odyssey with a stop at your
nearby AAA office for maps and TourBooks or
visit AAA.com. H&A

Rona Distenfeld is a freelance writer/photographer based 

in Austin, Tex.

allas-Fort Worth possesses what is billed
as the largest arts district in the U.S. In
it, visitors will find fine art, sculpture

and performance arts such as opera, dance, sym-
phony and theater, all within a few very walkable
blocks. The iconic Fairmont Hotel sits at one end
of the district and boasts an artist-in-residence
program to support local, regional and national
emerging artists. Visitors can watch the current
resident artist at work and enjoy the hotel’s col-
lection throughout the public spaces.

The Dallas Arts District
The Dallas Museum of Art has a permanent col-

lection of more than 22,000 pieces, making it one
of the largest art museums in the country. The
works of art range from the classics to the contem-
porary, from paintings to furnishings. There’s art
from the ancient Americas, Africa and Asia. The
displays change periodically, as do the special ex-
hibitions, so there’s always something new to see.

The Nasher Sculpture Center is known for its
beautiful one-and-a-half-acre, art-filled garden,
Renzo Piano- designed building, and collection of
modern and contemporary art. There are works by
Picasso, Matisse, Calder and Giacometti, along
with less well-known but equally inspired sculp-
tors. Across the street, the Crow Collection of Asian
Art presents artists from Japan, Korea, China, In-
dia and southeast Asia. Admission is free every day.

Down the street, the I.M. Pei-designed Morton
H. Meyerson Symphony Center is home to the
Dallas Symphony Orchestra. Next door is the
Winspear Opera House at the AT&T Performing
Arts Center. Designed specifically for opera and
musical theater, the venue features such details as

World-class arts scenes connect Dallas-Fort Worth 
with cities such as New York and San Francisco.
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gold leaf to more perfectly reflect sound and the
playing of a Philip Glass piece when the chande-
lier rises. These elements make attending a per-
formance a memorable experience. It’s also
sometimes possible to see two different operas in
one weekend.

The Fort Worth Cultural District
The Kimbell Art Museum is as renowned for

its Louis I. Kahn-designed original building as
for its world-class 350 piece collection, including
works by Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Matisse,
Cezanne, Greek and Roman antiquities, as well
as art from Asia, Africa and Mesoamerica. A
building designed by Renzo Piano was added in
2014 for special exhibitions, music performances
and educational activities.

Across the street, the Modern Art Museum of
Fort Worth is the second-largest modern art mu-
seum in the country. The building, designed by
Tadao Ando, uses natural light and unusual
spaces to showcase more than 2,600 pieces by Pi-
casso, Pollock, Motherwell, Warhol and other
post-World War II artists.

The Amon Carter Museum of American Art
started with Carter’s collection of Western artists
Remington and Russell and then expanded to in-
clude other seminal American artists. Visitors
will stumble across quite a few familiar paintings
here, including works by Homer, Sargent, O’Ke-
effe and others. Photography buffs will revel in
the collection of works by more than 400 photog-
raphers, including Stieglitz, Gilpin and Porter.
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The one-and-a-half-acre garden at the Nasher Sculpture

Center is a lovely place to relax and explore the art.


