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By Helen Hayes

Dallas might be known for big steaks 
and big cowboys, big boots, big 
ranches and cows with big horns, but 

this growing city – it’s the fourth largest metro 
area in the US with US$20 billion of 
development happening now – is carving a 
name for itself in the world of art and culture. 
In fact, Dallas has the largest contiguous urban 
arts district in the nation with the Arts District 
boasting a whopping 20 square blocks of 
artistic and cultural attractions including works 
by four Pritzker Prize-winning architects. 

You can see art and creativity everywhere 
– from the road up. One clever person even 
came up with the idea of building a huge park 
over a freeway, and the Klyde Warren Park 
was born. It is a slam dunk in many ways, 
covering up an ugly eight-lane freeway, 
creating a beautiful green space to link a new 
urban development with the Arts District and 
best of all, giving the locals and visitors a 
wonderful place to sit, play, walk the dog, eat 
at one of the many colourful food trucks, read, 
play chess, listen to music and even do yoga. 

From street art to the classics, Dallas offers a big serving 
of galleries and museums.
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The art of
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century. There is something for everyone and for something 
different, consider visiting on Late Nights – on the third Friday 
of each month, the Museum is open until midnight with extra 
experiences such as performances, concerts, readings, film 
screenings, tours and family programs.

Crow ColleCtion of AsiAn Art
The Trammell and Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art, 
located in the Dallas Arts District has permanent and rotating 
exhibitions of arts from China, Japan, India and Southeast Asia. 
Its sculpture garden is beautiful, with the intricate garden of 
bamboo, maples, azaleas and pines providing a safe haven for 
15 spectacular sculptures both contemporary and historic. A 
favourite is Sweepers by Wang Shugang – bronze figures 
depicting Tibetan monks sweeping the pathways. 

For something a little different, it also conducts wellness 
classes, yoga and meditation, and launched a Wellness 
Institute last year.

GeorGe w. Bush PresidentiAl 
liBrAry And MuseuM
Whether you were a fan of George W. Bush or not this 
Museum is well worth a few hours of your time. The enormous 
video wall in the entry foyer tells the story of the American 
presidency in pictures and is mesmerising, as is the sombre 9/11 
Memorial, which is a comprehensive exhibition covering the 
events of that dreadful day and the months that followed. 
There is a piece of twisted metal from the World Trade Center 
in the middle, and the tour guide whispers to me that people 
from all corners of the world come in and are moved by it. It is 
impossible not to be. Another highlight is the exact replica of 
the Oval Office – you can even have a photo taken at the 
Resolute Desk – the real one that George W. used, and wander 
around the replica White House rose garden. 

deeP elluM’s 42 MurAls
Deep Ellum has a long history; it was where Henry Ford started 
assembling Model T Fords in 1914, it developed a thriving jazz 
and blues scene and attracted artists from all over, many of 
whom left their mark via murals. 42 Galleries came along to 
promote art in the area and to restart the heart of Deep Ellum 
with pop up galleries, sculptures and the 42 Murals Projects, 
with artists creating murals on many of the historic buildings. 
The area is thriving now with many galleries and it is a must to 
stroll around just staring at the art – highlights are Deep 
Ellumphants, Mega Zee and Night Owl. While in the area, don’t 
miss the ecelectic Traveling Man sculptures.

Pioneer PlAzA
Another outdoor art site, of a different kind, Pioneer Plaza is a 
wonderful tribute to the historic trails like the Shawnee Trail 
that brought settlers to this part of the world and were also 
used to move cattle to railheads. This tranquil site is a 
recreated cattle drive complete with a creek crossing, 40 
cattle and three drovers on horseback – all sculpted in bronze 
and larger than life size. It is an Instagrammer’s dream – 
especially if you walk up the river bank and see the view back 
down over the cattle to the gleaming skyscrapers. For a bit 
more nostalgia, check out the map of the most famous trails, 
and head next door to the Pioneer Cemetery – where some of 
the original settlers are buried.

There is art in the up and coming Trinity Groves with its craft 
breweries and start-up restaurants. You’ll see art in the historic 
and trendy Bishop Arts District, with galleries such as the 
Artisans Collective which has the works of 150 local artists, 
sitting alongside quirky boutiques and restaurants. 

There is even world-class art at the AT&T football stadium 
– home of the Dallas Cowboys. Yes really. Then there is the 
International Bowling Museum and Hall of Fame, the National 
Video Game Museum, The Firefighters Museum and the 
National Scouting Museum, just to name a few.

With so much to choose from, deciding where to go would 
be a nightmare, so we have selected nine of the best.

nAsher sCulPture Center
Designed by Renzo Piano, the Nasher Sculpture Center houses 
one of the finest collections of modern and contemporary 
sculptures in the world. The Center, the dream of the late 
Raymond and Patsy Nasher, shows off some of their collection 
of masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti, 
Hepworth, Kelly, Matisse, Miro, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, and 
Serra, among others. Apart from the galleries inside there is 
also a magnificent garden with tinkling ponds and sturdy oak 
trees which is a wonderful place to sit, reflect and marvel at 
the sculptures on display. Highlights are Magdalena 
Abakanowicz’s Bronze Crowd, and Joan Miró’s Moonbird. 
Afterwards, sit in the Nasher Café by Wolfgang Puck and enjoy 
another view over the beautiful gardens.

dAllAs MuseuM of Art
The DMA is a serious player in the art world with a global 
collection of over 22,000 works of art spanning 5,000 years of 
human creativity. The gallery itself is modern, airy and a work 
of art, making it a pleasant place to stroll around and browse 
through centuries of art to see what catches your eye; it might 
be an Aztec coffee pot, a single snake armlet from Egypt, 
Jackson Pollock’s Hayride or some exquisite Tiffany from last 

FuLL CIRCLE

Clockwise from below: 42 Murals - Mega Zee by Sanah Brown; An 
installation at the DMA; Pioneer Plaza recognises the part played by 
drovers to settle the area; Snap a picture of yourself at the Resolute Desk 
in the replica Oval Office at the George W. Bush Presidential Library and 
Museum.

Opening image: 42 Murals - Deep Ellumphants by Adrian Torres.

TOP FORM

From top: Joan Miro, Moonbird (Oiseau Junaire), 1944-46 Raymond and 
Patsy Nasher Collection; Crow Collection of Asian Art, Sweepers.
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the Ann And GABriel BArBier-
Mueller MuseuM: the 
sAMurAi ColleCtion
Comprising nearly 1,000 objects, this is one of the largest and 
most complete collections of samurai objects in the world and 
is believed to be the only museum outside Japan to focus on 
samurai armour. The Collection, located in a historic building in 
the Harwood district, has been handpicked by Ann and Gabriel 
Barbier-Mueller and their children over the past 25 years, with 
objects dating from the 7th to the 19th centuries. Be amazed 
at the Samurai masterpieces, including suits of armour, 
helmets, masks, horse armour and weaponry – keeping the 
mystery of the samurai alive. 

At&t stAdiuM
AT&T Stadium is home to the Dallas Cowboys NFL team but it 
is also a tourist attraction and art gallery. The building itself is 
architecturally striking, the dream of Dallas Cowboys owners 
the Jones Family. They wanted the stadium to appeal to not 
only sports fans but to lovers of art, design, technology and 
architecture. There were 16 art works commissioned for the 
stadium and another 42 works purchased – every piece by an 
artist already on show in prestigious museums around the 
world. Every game, the art is seen by massive crowds – 
including Franz Ackermann’s huge murals – Coming Home and 
(Meet me) At The Waterfall, Anish Kapoor’s Sky Mirror, Jenny 
Holzer’s Truisms and Jim Campbell’s Exploded View (Cowboys). 
You can do guided or self-guided tours, or better still, get 
tickets to a Cowboys game. 

sixth floor MuseuM
This is sacred ground, where America lost her innocence and 
the world lost a great leader. It was from here, in what was 
then known as the Old Book Depository, that President John 
F. Kennedy was shot dead by Lee Harvey Oswald back in 1963. 
Oswald was on the sixth floor, and as you make your way 
around all the information stations, listening to the audio tour 
through a headset and a hand control, you will learn all about 
what was happening in the US at the time, see where Oswald 
was standing and listen to the aftermath. Look out the 
window on the street outside and clearly see the desolate, 
plain, white ‘X’, marking the spot where JFK was hit. It will give 
you goosebumps. •

Photography by Helen Hayes, Visit Dallas and various 
establishments

GETTING THERE
• Delta Air Lines flies to Los Angeles with easy connections 

to Dallas. delta.com
• Qantas operates daily services to Dallas from Sydney on 

A380 aircraft. qantas.com

WHERE TO STAY
Aloft Dallas Hotel: aloftdallasdowntown.com

WHAT TO SEE AND DO
• Dallas Museum of Art: dma.org
• Crow Collection of Asian Art: crowcollection.org
• Nasher Sculpture Center: nashersculpturecenter.org
• Bishop Arts District: bishopartsdistrict.com
• 42 Project: 42murals.com
• Samurai Collection: samuraicollection.org
• AT&T Stadium: attstadium.com
• Sixth Floor Museum: jfk.org
• Americana Music Tours: americanamusictours.com

FURTHER INFORMATION
• Visit Dallas: visitdallas.com

travel facts

WARRIORS PAST AND PRESENT

Fron top: Franz Ackermann Coming Home and (Meet Me) At the Waterfall 
(2009), Acrylic on wall at AT&T Stadium; The Ann and Gabriel Barbier-
Mueller Museum Samurai Collection.

FOR MORE INFORMATION  www.visitdallas.com   www.fortworth.com

VisitDallas.com

FortWorth.com

Experience Texas hospitality, great food and music plus some of the best museums and galleries in America. 

GATEWAY TO TEXAS AND THE SOUTH -GATEWAY TO TEXAS AND THE SOUTH - RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE USA RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE USA RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE USA RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE USA


